Metastatic breast adenocarcinoma masquerading as colonic primary. Report of two cases.
Common sites of metastasis for the breast cancer are bones, lungs, the central nervous system and liver. The colon is the rarest site of metastasis for the breast carcinoma. We report our recent experience of two female patients, 55 and 57 years old respectively, who presented breast metastasis at the proximal transverse colon. They were operated for breast carcinoma followed by chemotherapy and radiotherapy, four and ten years before the metastasis was diagnosed. The symptoms were anaemia and bowel obstruction. Diagnosis was made by double contrast barium enema and colonoscopy. Postoperatively, both patients received systemic chemotherapy. At the follow-up, two and three years after, there is no evidence of recurrence or metastasis. Patients with history of breast cancer presenting with anaemia and/or bowel obstruction should be examined for possible metastasis to colon and should be treated surgically followed by systemic chemotherapy.